In 1995, we arranged for the first time a session on 'oral presentations of clinical cases relevant to clinical biochemistry'. Clinical cases remind us of the relevance of laboratory investigations in diagnosis, treatment and monitoring of patients, but more importantly they are memorable and enable us to build up our own mental picture gallery of our special subject for easy reference.
Of course, individual case reports have been fundamental to the understanding of the pathophysiology of many diseases especially at a molecular level but these are rare and exceptional. Clinical cases also have an important educational role and one that is increaSingly seen as a means of imparting the relevance of a clinical subject to students. Indeed, with the emphasis on problem-based learning by the General Medical Council! and others, clinical cases provide good examples of how to solve real clinical problems. Presented in an appropriate forum, they also form part of the approach to integrated education, with less reliance on the traditional divide between pre-clinical and clinical studies.
Some of the cases presented at our meeting will help in the development of appropriate investigative protocols, see Crowley et al. 'Biochemical investigation of unexplained diarrhoea' (this issueJRSM, p. 214P) and Bulusu, 'Secondary amenorrhoea' (this issue JRSM, p.220P). Another demonstrated the difficulties encountered in the biochemical investigation of phaeochromocytoma (see Walker, 'Selective venous catheterization and plasma catecholamine analysis in the diagnosis of phaechromocytoma', this issue JRSM p. 216P), while Hooper and Wood presented 'Some unusual biochemical changes in diabetes mellitus' (this issue JRSM, p. 218P). Also presented at the meeting was a fatal case of ecstasy toxicitv/ which, because of its timeliness, was brought forward to an earlier issue of the JRSM.
I strongly support the editorial by Senapati' in which it is suggested that the JRSM is an appropriate place for such clinical cases to be published.
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